
Welcome to the 
2025 Minnesota TZD
Traffic Safety Hotdish

Wednesday, February 5, 2025
minnesotatzd.org

Building Safer Roads Together:
The Power of Regional Collaboration in Minnesota's

Traffic Safety Efforts



Today’s Moderator

Annette Larson
Minnesota’s Statewide 

TZD Program and Operations Director





For Your Information…
• Webinar is being recorded and will be posted
• All attendees are muted
• PDH (Professional Development Hours) form

These forms can be found on the 
TZD Traffic Safety Hotdish webpage 

Minnesotatzd.org/events/hotdish/2025/february



• Share ideas with all 
participants

• Let the panelists know you 
need technical assistance

• Ask the speakers a 
question



State TZD Communications & 
Marketing Director
Kristine Hernandez

State TZD Program & Operations 
Director
Annette Larson

Law Enforcement Liaisons
Frank Scherf, Northeast
Becky Putzke, Northwest
Bill Hammes, Metro
Scott McConkey, South

Child Passenger Safety Liaisons
Sheila Denton, Southern
Shonette Micco, Hospital Support
Jasmine Wangen, Northwest
Randi Smith, Northeast

TZD Geographic Regions
Sue Johnson
NORTHWEST

Rahya Geisler
NORTHEAST

Katy Kressin
WEST 
CENTRAL

Bill Van Koevering
EAST CENTRAL

Sarah McGeary-
DeHaan
SOUTHWEST

Vanessa Thongvivong
SOUTH CENTRAL

Jessica Schleck, SOUTHEAST 

Paige Lowery
WEST METRO

Scot Edgeworth
EAST METRO



Safe roads coalitions

  

Outreach and so much more
  

Education

Work we do



 Distracted Driving
 Impaired Driving
 Motorcycle Safety
 Occupant Protection & partner with Child Passenger 

Safety
 Speed
 Pedestrian
 Bike
 Traffic Safety Culture
 Older Driver/Younger Driver/Unlicensed Driver

Focus area can include: 



•  Impact Teen Driver Program

• JOYRIDE

• Fatal & Serious injury reviews

• CARFIT

• Teen TZD

• Tribal outreach

• Carwash Outreach & 
Education

TZD Success

• Seat Belt Curriculum with 
STEM

• Predication Study



Southeast TZD Region
Seat Belt Convincer Project:

Teaching Safety Through Physics

Cindy Morgan, MnDOT Public Engagement Coordinator
Jessica Schleck, SE TZD Regional Coordinator
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South Central TZD Region

Vanessa Thongvivong, SC TZD Regional Coordinator
 Tammy Stewig, LeSueur County Emergency 

Management, LeSueur County Safe Roads Coalition



JOYRIDE
  



Impact Teen Driver
• Presentations given at 30 schools 

in South Central Region
• 2,070 total students reached
• Program stresses the importance 

of being a safe driver and 
passenger

• Program captures all 10th grade 
students, not just Driver's 
Education



Southwest TZD Region

Sarah McGeary-DeHaan, SW Regional TZD 
Coordinator

Laura Larson, Countryside Public Health, 
Southwest Central Safe Roads Coalition



CARFIT



West Central TZD Region

Katy Kressin, WC TZD Regional Coordinator



MnDOT Traffic Safety Data Analysis 
Project: A Collaborative Project with HDR

The Power of Prediction; An Innovative Traffic 
Safety Tool to Help Prevent Traffic Crashes



TSDA Project Model



Crash Foresight Tool



Buckle Up 
for a Buck 

May 2024



September
2024





East Central TZD Region

Bill Van Koevering, East Central TZD 
Regional Coordinator.

Vicki Johnson, Senior Transportation Planner
 Stearns-Benton Toward Zero Deaths Business 

Manager



Prom Challenge



Metro TZD Region

Scot Edgeworth, East Metro TZD Regional Coordinator

Paige Lowery, West Metro TZD Regional Coordinator



2024 Mall of America 
Traffic Safety Day



• FIRST truck
• Bloomington PD display
• A crashed vehicle on a trailer
• CARFIT vehicle (provided by Walser Auto) for 

CarFit demonstrations.
• Seat Belt convincer and seat belt persuader

Major Exhibits



• AAA
• AARP
• Courage Kinney Driver 

Rehab
• DPS Alcohol & Gambling 

Enforcement
• Emergency Nurses 

Association

• Regions hospital Safe 
Kids

• MnDOT
• North Memorial Air 

Care
• State Highway Strategic 

planning

• TZD

Additional Exhibitors 



Speakers: Left to Right:
Office of Traffic Safety Director-- Mike Hanson
AARP State Director -------- ------- Cathy McLeer
Mayor of Bloomington------------  Tim Busse
KTSP TV Emcee  -------- ----------- Eric Rasmussen
Bloomington Police Chief ---------Booker Hodges

Speakers



Messaging on the Big Screen!



Join Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths, led by the Dakota County Coalition, and 
MnDOT for this event celebrating more than 20 years of work to improve road 
safety in Minnesota! Multiple exhibitors will cover many aspects of traffic safety, 
plus frequent stage presentations will highlight topics such as impaired driving, 
engineering safety features, first responders, school bus safety, and the effects of 
aging on older drivers. Key attractions will include the seat belt convincer and 
rollover persuader, a CarFit demonstration and other law enforcement vehicles 
and displays. Visit the exhibitors – lots of free information and giveaways. At 
10:45 a.m., join us for a special presentation with Tim Busse, Mayor of 
Bloomington plus KSTP TV.

Thank you to our sponsors: AAA, AARP, Walser, KSTP TV.

Promotion 



Sponsors of the event
Gold sponsor

• AARP Driver Safety

Silver sponsors
• AAA 
• Walser Auto 

Bronze sponsor
• KSTP-TV - emcee for the opening

Funding



2025 Mall of America 
Traffic Safety Day

May 3, 2025

Highlights for the 2nd Annual

Tentatively preparing a seatbelt challenge series with 
different Law Enforcement agencies throughout the Metro.

Top 10 finishers entered in a playoff series during Traffic 
Safety Day.



Northeast TZD Region
Rahya Geisler, NE Regional TZD Coordinator

Shane Troumbly, Itasca County Public Health,
Itasca County Safe Roads Coalition



Hwy 169 Corridor 
Itasca County Taskforce



Tribal 
Outreach



Northwest TZD Region 
Sue Johnson, NW TZD Regional Coordinator

Rosaline Groven, Lincoln High School English 
Teacher

Stacey Leake, Lincoln High School Technology 
Teacher



What Does Impact Teen Drivers Do?

Impact Teen Driver



Impact Teen Driver Curriculum

• 2023 15 presentations reaching 1,137 number of 
10th graders

• 2024 60 schools/presentations reaching over 3,400

Curriculum focus on 
• Impaired driving 
• Speed/reckless
• Seat belts 
• Distraction
• Being a good passenger  



EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES 
CAN BE LETHAL WHEN 
DONE WHILE DRIVING

Doing something simple like applying 
lip gloss while driving a vehicle can be 
lethal.

The surveys show more than a 23% increase in students who strongly agree that 
applying lip gloss while driving can be lethal. When combining the strongly agree 
and agree responses we see an increase of 24.5% for those who strongly agree 
and agree.

BEFORE AFTER



BEFORE AFTER

Increased understanding of 
passenger behavior that can be 
lethal 

~ +27%

PASSENGER BEHAVIOR:
I know which passenger behaviors can be lethal.











Questions and Answers?



TZD Regional Workshops & 
Roundtables (they’re free!) Eight regional  

workshops or smaller 
regional roundtables 
across the state each 
spring

 Goal: Develop regional 
action plans to 
implement during 

  the year
 Gather multi-

disciplinary traffic 
safety stakeholder to 
establish relationships 
and common goals.

Regional Events | Minnesota Toward Zero 
Deaths

https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop


Please complete the evaluation survey.



Follow us on Twitter: @MNTZD

Like us on Facebook: MNTZD

Thank you for attending 
today’s webinar.

minnesotatzd.org



Annette Larson
State TZD Program and 
Operations Director
annette.l.larson@state.mn.us

Kristine Hernandez 
State TZD Marketing and 
Communications Director
kristine.hernandez@state.mn.us

East Metro TZD: Scot Edgeworth  
Scot.Edgeworth@state.mn.us
West Metro TZD: Paige Lowery  
Paige.Lowery@state.mn.us
NE TZD: Rahya Geisler
Rahya.Geisler@state.mn.us
NW TZD: Sue Johnson 
Susan.Marie.Johnson@state.mn.us

SE TZD: Jessica Schleck 
jessica.schleck@state.mn.us
SC TZD: Vanessa Thongvivong
vanessa.thongvivong@state.mn.us
SW TZD: Sarah Mcgeary-Dehaan
sarah.mcgeary-dehaan@state.mn.us
WC TZD: Katy Kressin 
Katy.Kressin@state.mn.us
EC TZD: Bill Vankoevering 
william.vankoevering@state.mn.us
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