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CRASH DATA – A 

LOCAL APPROACH 

TO MANAGING 

CRASH DATA

ITEMS OF 

DISCUSSION

• Historical Review of Crash Reporting

• 169.09 – Crash Reporting / Statute Updates

• Responsibility for Data Collection / Crash Reporting

• What is this Collision Data used for?

• Outlets to review/research local data

• A local approach to utilizing collected crash data

• Using that data effectively for targeted enforcement at a local level

• JPA’s

• Targeted Enforcement

mailto:Kelly.mager@state.mn.us
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IT ALL BEGINS WITH ACCURATE REPORTING & INVESTIGATIONS

Historical look at Crash Reporting
HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND
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Historical look at Crash Reporting

• The first mentions of crash reporting was mentioned in 1927 – Under the 

Roads Provisions in State Statute

• The largest change came in 1937 – § 2720-173 & 174 (Chapter 464)

HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND

(CONT.)

Historical look at Crash Reporting: 1971 - Today

• § 169.09 - Collisions

• § 169.10 – Statistical Information

• In 1971 – State Statute was updated to reflect this responsibly would 

now be delegated to the Commissioner of Public Safety.

HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND

(CONT.)
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Historical look at Crash Reporting - Today

• The Federal Highway Safety Act of 1966

• The Minnesota Department of Public Safety – Office of Traffic Safety

HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND

(CONT.)

§169.09 Collisions – Reporting Requirements

• Updated in Legislative session 2024
• Fatalities – Officers must complete a MNCrash report within two business days

• If death occurs later - file amended report within two business days of becoming 

aware

• Update the checkbox from injury to fatal

• Add a brief sentence in the narrative – such as “Driver 1 dies from injuries at 

hospital on (insert date).

• Other reports should be reported in MNCrash within ten days

• Mandatory Reporting Minimums

• Fatality

• Injury

• Disabling damage to one or more vehicles

• Any damage to fixtures, infrastructure, or other property along highway

• School bus crashes

• Commercial vehicles – if requires a Post-Crash Inspection

• Fatalities, injuries, or disabling damage occurring on public property or trail

• Including ATV’s and snowmobiles

Not required if:

• occurred involved boarding or alighting from a stationary vehicle

• occurred involved loading or unloading cargo

• Intentional vehicle to vehicle intentional contact initiated by Law Enforcement

§169.09 - COLLISIONS

&

2024 LEGISLATIVE 

SESSION UPDATES
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WHAT IS ALL THE REPORTED DATA USED FOR?

ANALYZING DATA FOR ENFORCEMENT
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ACCESSIBLE SOURCES OF LOCAL INFORMATION

USING/COLLECTING LOCALIZED DATA – RADAR SPEED SIGNS

The above attached data was collect Southbound HWY 169 

at CR 74.  Data was collected from 5/15 to 5/28.  Around 

136,000 vehicles were recorded.  Approximately 10,000 to 

11,500 vehicles are counted every day.  Data collected 

shows the volume of traffic increasing and peaking around 

0500-0700 am.  The volume then drops slightly and stays 

steady till about 1700 hours.  The overall average speed 

logged was 73 mph.  The higher speed average when broke 

down by hours is from 0500 hours to 0600 hours (76 

mph).  When adding up all the speed violations from 75-76 

mph and up  12,348 vehicles were traveling from 75-76 

mph and above.  With the total vehicle count being 

136,723 that equals to about 9% of the volume was 

traveling 75-76 mph and above.
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DWI DASHBOARD - MYBCA

USING/COLLECTING LOCALIZED DATA (2010-PRESENT)
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Guidelines

• Enforcement Calendar from April – November

• Analyzing the previous 8 years of data we identified a trend based on State 

Patrol Stations and roadways

• Enforcement Schedule drafted based on data analysis

• Two – 2-day targeted enforcement campaigns each month with 17 Troopers

CY 2018

DATA DRIVEN FATAL 

REDUCTION PROJECT

CY 2022

DATA DRIVEN FATAL 

REDUCTION PROJECT

&

TRAFFIC TASK FORCE 

JPA

Guidelines

• Planning in response to rapid rise in traffic fatalities in POST-COVID era

• Focus was on three State Patrol Stations in the Saint Cloud District

• 2610 – Buffalo Station (Wright County)

• 2630 – Saint Cloud Proper Station (Benton, Stearns & Sherburne County)

• 2670 – Elk River Station (Sherburne & Wright County)

• Enforcement Schedule drafted based on trending data analysis and significant 

MNDOT Construction Project on I-94 and other area Improvement projects

• Collaboration with Sherburne, Stearns and Wright County Sheriff’s Department

• Timeline was April through November

• RESULTS:

• Zero Traffic Fatalities in the 2610 Station and the 2670 Station on 

roadways where the State Patrol has jurisdiction authority

• A 44% decrease in Fatal crashes across the District
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• Timely and accurate Investigations are the foundation to all crash data

• Understand Public vs Private Data in crash reporting

• It is never too late to start a local data point – start today

• Success will be achieved through collaboration

• Leverage Technology

• Minnesota Local Road Research Board (LRRB)/SRF Consulting/MNDOT

• Best Practices for Effective Completion of Crash Reports by Law 

Enforcement

• Accountability

Twenty-three-year-old Hunter Buckentine is pleading guilty to criminal vehicular homicide and criminal 
vehicular operation. Sherburne County District Court records show Buckentine was driving westbound on 
Highway 10 when his car slammed into the back of a Chevy Cobalt at a high rate of speed. Authorities say 
Buckentine's car pushed the victim's car into the ditch and caused it to roll multiple times.  A passenger in the 
Cobalt, a 34-year-old male from Clarissa, died in the crash. A second passenger in the Cobalt, 38-year-old 
female from Clarissa, was taken to St. Cloud Hospital with life-threatening injuries. The driver of the Cobalt, 
34-year-old female from Lake Lillian had minor injuries.

FINAL THOUGHTS

QUESTIONS?
MINNESOTA STATE PATROL – DISTRICT 2600

L I E UT E NA NT  K E L LY  M AG E R

K E L LY. M AG E R @ STAT E . M N. US

O F F I CE :  3 2 0 - 2 2 3 - 6 6 6 2
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