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(Mostly) Non-Infrastructure Interventions

Will Wlizlo, Active Transportation Coordinator

October 23, 2024

mndot.gov

Your Presenter: Will Wlizlo

• Active Transportation Coordinator

• Former: SRTS Coordinator at 
Richfield Public Schools

• Contact William.Wlizlo@state.mn.us

mailto:William.Wlizlo@state.mn.us
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A Tale of Two Programs

• Safe Routes to School

• Established 2005 in MN

• 1,000 Schools

• $66M in funding awarded

• Active Transportation

• Established 2018, funded in 2021

• 22 communities, 50 construction 
projects

• More than $50M in funding allocated

Non-Infrastructure

• Wagon Wheel Trail 
Bridge in La Crescent, 
MN

• Serves a SRTS/AT 
purpose

• Many Years of Planning 

• $$$$$$$$$
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Eventually the Sidewalk Ends

What Do People Say About Walking and Biking
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What else can we do about it?

• Planning

• Education

• Programming

• Demonstration Projects 
and “Infrastructure Lite” 
projects

Safe Routes to School Plans

• “First step” for youth transportation safety 
system change locally

• Tied to individual schools or districts

• Extensive local data analysis

• Recommended implementation steps
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Safe Routes to School Plans

• Identifies:

• Barriers for youth 
walking/biking

• Existing safe(r) routes

• Vehicle operations

Safe Routes to School Plans

• Identifies:

• Opportunities for 
Infrastructure and 
Programming
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Active Transportation Action Plans

Active Transportation Action Plans
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Active Transportation Action Plans

Active Transportation Action Plans
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Statewide Plans
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PAWS and STEPP
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Education

• Walk! Bike! Fun!

• Active Transportation Safety Training Program

• Pedestrian Safety Campaign

• Toward Zero Death (of course!)

• Driver’s Curriculum

Walk! Bike! Fun!

• In-class education to learn 
safe walking and bicycling 
skills

• Curriculum developed to 
meet state PE education 
standards

• Adaptive education resources

• Field trips!
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Active Transportation Safety Training Program

• New requirement from 2023

• Short format education 
modeled after bus safety 
education

• General educator delivery

• Will be rolled out SY 2025-26

• Need a new name!

MnDOT Pedestrian Safety Campaign
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(Safety) Programming

(Encouragement) Programming
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(Education) Programming

(Programming) Programming
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Demonstration Projects

Engineering Studies AKA Design Assistance
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Traffic Calming

A Tale of Two Takeaways

• Role for ALL backgrounds in these 
projects

• Transportation professional

• Law enforcement

• Concerned citizen/advocate

• Funding is Available Now!

• Safe Routes to School

• Planning Assistance

• Boost (Programming)

• Design Assistance – Nov 22

• Active Transportation

• Planning Assistance - Nov 22

• Infrastructure
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Thank you again!
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Will Wlizlo

william.wlizlo@state.mn.us


