
10/24/2024

1

IS IT LEGIT? 

COUNTERFEIT, 
NONCOMPLIANT & 

UNREGULATED 
SEATS

Joseph M Colella

October 2024

IN THE NEWS…
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“COUNTERFEIT” CAN BE A MISNOMER

3 MAJOR CATEGORIES

• Noncompliant car seats

• Counterfeit car seats

• Unregulated restraint devices
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IS IT SAFE???

SCENARIO: COUNTERFEIT CAR SEAT?

A parent I was working with brought 
in a car seat that I didn’t recognize, 
the straps were narrow, there was no 
chest clip, and the labels didn’t have 
the same wording we normally see. 
Is it a legitimate car seat? I think it 
may be one of the counterfeit car 
seats I have read about.
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IS COUNTERFEIT ALWAYS UNSAFE?

• Counterfeit may or may not meet safety standards

• It could be a good performer with stolen intellectual 
property and design

CLARIFICATION FOR TECHS

• Noncompliant with FMVSS 213 may not mean it’s unsafe
• It may meet European, Canadian, Australian or other standards

• It may be a performing seat that is not properly labeled

• But it MAY be “garbage” sold online

• A noncompliant seat IS unlawful to use in virtually all states
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3 MINNESOTA LAW DEFINITIONS

• "Booster seat" means a child passenger restraint system that meets 
applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards and is designed to provide 
belt-positioning that elevates a child to be properly seated with a safety belt.

• "Child passenger restraint system" means a device that:

• meets applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards of the United 
States Department of Transportation and complies with any other 
applicable federal regulations;

• is designed to restrain, seat, or position children; and

• is appropriate to the age of the child being restrained.

• Child passenger restraint system includes a booster seat.

NONCOMPLIANT DEVICES THAT MAY BE SAFE

- Not all international regulations 
are as stringent as FMVSS 213

- Even when they are as stringent, 
they are not identical

- Usage still prohibited by state 
legislation
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ONLINE “INSTRUCTIONS”
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NON-COMPLIANT SEATS VIA E-COMMERCE 

17

18



10/24/2024

10

19

20



10/24/2024

11

UNREGULATED DEVICES

• Unregulated categories/devices do not comply with state laws

• Whether safe or not, these devices are illegal according to state 
legislative mandates for child restraint use

BELT POSITIONERS: UNREGULATED
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BELT POSITIONER LETTER EXAMPLE

WHAT IS BEING DONE?

• NHTSA requires that all manufacturers and importers register using 
their forms

• More active enforcement of those requirements

• Customs and Border Patrol to verify before releasing container

• Small/individual shipments more difficult and may slip by

• Some e-retailers require proof of compliance from sellers

• Offending devices delisted when retailers become aware

• We may see additional ways to make that process more effective

• JPMA Verification Program coming
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Educational Tools
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CPST VISUAL OBSERVATIONS:
NOT ALWAYS CONCLUSIVE BUT CLUES
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BACK TO QUESTIONED CAR SEAT
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THE VERDICT

WHAT CAN WE DO?

• Continuing education for CPS educators: 

• www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVjXN__xFrI

• www.saferidenews.com

• Beware of 3rd-party sellers – especially unbranded

• Cross-reference seat with AAP listing (or another trusted source)

• https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/on-the-
go/Pages/Car-Safety-Seats-Product-Listing.aspx

• Check for required manufacturer labels

• Register your car seat with the manufacturer immediately

• Report any offending products
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DIRECT REPORTING RESOURCES

• NHTSA: Report non-compliant child restraints and related 
products through

• https://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/VehicleComplaint

• Toll-Free 1-888-327-4236; Hearing Impaired (TTY) 1-800-424-9153

• CPSC (infant car seat detachable carriers also regulated by this 
agency):

• www.SaferProducts.gov; Toll-Free 1-800-638-2772

• U.S. Department of Commerce (in addition to reporting to NHTSA 
and CPSC): 

• Include as much information as possible (photos, purchase info, packing 
slips, etc.) and report through www.stopfakes.gov
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COMPLIANT & PORTABILE

HEIGHTLESS BOOSTERS

41

42



10/24/2024

22

QUESTIONS?

Joe Colella

ColellaSafety@gmail.com

301-466-8140

www.facebook.com/joseph.m.colella/

www.linkedin.com/in/joseph-m-colella-75054527/
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