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Telling Your Story
Through the Media

Traffic Safety Education & Edification:

Steve Linders
steve.linders@Code4Communications

Welcome!
Increase  your media literacy 

Start seeing “mediagenic”
stories 

Inform and educate

Our Goals
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The
Media

Newspaper  circulation and ad 
spending declining 

Fewer people watching TV news

Great  reporters leaving the indusry 

Newspapers have lost
67%  of their circulation 
since 1984

Newspapers
The Media
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Fewer people watching 
television news

TV News
The Media

Public  Radio News has
lost  3 million listeners 
since 2018

Radio News
The Media
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“The reports of my death are greatly 
exaggerated.” 

-Mark Twain

Newspapers

The
Media

More than 260  community 
newspapers serving 
Minnesota (circ. 1.4 million)
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Newspapers

The
Media
Nearly 75 active ethnic 
media outlets serving the 
entire state

Mainstream Media

The
Media
Not  going down without 
a fight 
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TV News

The
Media
Television stations 
producing more local 
news

Coverage

The
Media
Community members 
want news about 
weather, crime and 
traffic/transportation
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The
Media Local

Factual

Reflective

Actionable 

Interesting 

Community members 
want news that is local, 
actionable and 
interesting

What People Want 

Coverage

The Media

Local

Factual

Reflective

Actionable 

Interesting 

What People Want 

Proximity

Timeliness

Consequence

Prominance  

Human interest

What Makes News
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The
Media
Coverage

Traffic safety stories 
are media gold

Media
Literacy

Consume media with a critical eye 

Get to know (no, really know) your 
journalists 

Think and act like a journalist
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Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #1: Study Headlines

Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #1: Study Headlines
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Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #1: Study Headlines

Drunken driving arrests increase in 
2024 

vs.

One in 25 Isanti County residents 
arrested for drunken driving in 2024 

Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #1: Study bylines
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Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #1: Study bylines 

Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #3: Study Story Structure
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Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #3: Study Story Structure

TV News: Real people. 
What happened today. 
Expert.

Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #3: Study Story Structure

Newspapers: Inverted 
pyramid. Headline driven. 
Quotes and photos to 
humanize. 
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Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Step #3: Study Story Structure

Radio  news: Inverted 
pyramid with a shot clock. 
Need interviews. Usually 
over the phone. 

Media
Literacy
Three Steps 
to Success

Recipe for success

1 pt. Problem. 1 pt. 
Solution. 1 pt. Color. 
Enjoy with sugar and/or 
salt. 
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Mass appeal

Tied to a news elements

Releated to a solut ion you

offer!

Finding
mediagenic
problems

Great problems to have

Mass appeal

Simple

Humanizable!

Finding
mediagenic
solutions

Great solutions
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Tai lored to the medium

Relatable

Interesting!

Finding
mediagenic
color

Great color

Placing 
mediagenic
stories

1 part  problem

1 part  solut ion

1 part  color
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Finding 
mediagenic
stories

Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

The problem: Drunken 
driving
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Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

The solution: Education

Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

The color: Facts, figures 
and people

How many in  your 

community?  

How l ikely are you to 

know someone arrested 

for  DWI?

Someone
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Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

When dog bites man, it’s 
not news. When man 
bites dog, it’s news. 

Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

Building on a solid 
founation. 
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Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

Tips and tricks (read: 
hacks). Then flip it.

Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

Keep it simple.
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Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

Keep it simple.

Finding 
“mediagenic”
stories
The recipe

Keep it simple.
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Inform 
&
Educate

Tell stories that raise awareness 
about deadly problems

Provide solutions that save lives

Change people’s behaivors for the 
better

Inform 
&
Educate
Steve Linders
steve.linders@Code4Communications
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Thank 
you!

Steve Linders
steve.linders@Code4Communications


