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Toward Zero Deaths 

Impact Teen Drivers 
Annette Larson, 

State TZD Programs & Operations coordinator
May 23, 2024

 Impact Teen Drivers develops, promotes, and facilitates 
evidence-based education to stop the number one killer 
of teens—car crashes.

We seek to change the culture of safe driving – thereby 
saving lives not only in this generation, but in all future 
generations of drivers.

What Does 
Impact Teen 
Drivers Do?
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Why is this important?
• #1 cause of death among teens.  

• Approximately 4,000 teens die in the US 
annually.

• 50% are passengers.

• 400,000 seriously injured.

• 100% PREVENTABLE!

Goal reduce fatalities and serious injuries 
in our younger drivers and change traffic 

safety culture.

* 2022 crash data
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Quick Facts of Impact Teen Driver

• Started initially with four states, now they have 27 
states using their program (local and state level).

• Program excels in grass roots community efforts.

• Locally, Minnesota Safe Kids, North Dakota Vision 
Zero/NDDOT, and Children’s Wisconsin have 
teamed up with Impact Teen Driver.

• Supported by NHTSA, NSC, National Traffic Safety 
Board along with a plethora of traffic safety 
partners. 

• Program is evidence based and data driven.

Quick Facts of Impact Teen Driver

• Though teens are what they lead with, there are other 
modules to grow the program. 

• All modules are mobile friendly and include an on-line 
survey/evaluation.

• All modules are updated every three years to better the 
look, feel, and cultural appeal of the program. What is 
most effective and what resonates with teens? Keeping 
it fresh is key!



5/23/2024

4

How is it Going?
✔ It is a state-wide TZD program.

✔Train-the-Trainer training was held. 

✔TZD regional coordinators identified schools in 
Fall 2023. 

✔State Patrol/Regional Coordinator to present or 
other trained presenters.  

✔Focus is on the 10th grade students in 
schools.
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How is it Going?

✔ Students will be taking a survey after both modules (QR 
codes and links will be available).

✔ So far, 15 schools participate in fall of 2023.

✔ The online module “Are You Living in a Dreamworld” to 
be administered in March/April 2024 (ultimately before 
Prom).

✔Goal for each TZD region is to add two additional 
schools each year with a goal of eventually presenting 
in all high schools within their area. 
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BEFORE - Seat belts are important 
to my safety 

After- Seat belts are important 
to my safety 
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Everyday activities can be lethal when done 
while driving: 

BEFORE - Doing 
something as simple as 
applying lip gloss while 
driving can be lethal.

Everyday activities can be lethal when done 
while driving: 

AFTER – Doing 
something as simple as 
applying lip gloss while 
driving can be lethal.
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I know Passenger behaviors can be lethal:

BEFORE – I know which 
passenger behaviors 
can be lethal.  

I know Passenger behaviors can be lethal:

AFTER – I know which 
passenger behaviors 
can be lethal.  
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Facilitators

• Minnesota State Patrol 

• Regional Coordinators

• TZD County Coalition Coordinators

• Educators

• TZD Community Leaders

Mankato West 
High School 



5/23/2024

11

Mankato West 
High School 

Goodridge and Grygla School
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LHS and Cleveland

Working Together Towards Zero Deaths

Life Without Logan is still the Driver’s Education curriculum 
that the Minnesota State Patrol facilitates in Driver’s Ed 
classes.  This program will not be replacing that and will 
not be used instead of that. It will only be presented in a 
high school setting in order to reach ALL the students. 

• ALL 10th grade students
• Designed for a classroom setting 
• Empowering students to speak up 

and demonstrate safe behavior 
every time they get in a car.

• The more they hear it, the 
retention increases.
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Questions


